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Modals review 

 

Here are examples of the many different functions of modal verbs.  

 

Strong obligation  

All passengers must observe the no smoking policy on board.  

You'll have to wait in line like everyone else, I'm afraid.  

I had to walk to school when I was young.  

Weak obligation  

I ought to save a bit more money each month.  

You really should try to keep on top of your homework.  

Unfulfilled obligation (past)  

George should have gone to visit his parents more often than he did.  

We ought to have done more to this house.  

Prohibition  

Students must not bring any personal belongings into the examination room.  

I don't care what you say, you can't stay out later than midnight. 

No necessity 

We don't need to buy the cinema tickets in advance. 

You needn't have bothered to come and see me off at the station. 

Speculation 

Could it have been the right answer after all? 

There might be some money in it for you. 

Deduction 

That must be the turning just beyond the garage.  

It must have been Mike's girlfriend you met.  

Ability 

I can get by on my forehand, but I can't play a backhand shot to save my life. 

Everyone in the class could understand sign language perfectly. 

Impossibility 

Andrew can't play squash tonight. 

There couldn't have been a power failure – the computer's still on. 

Advice 

You should cut down on chocolate if you want to lose weight.  

Jerry really ought to see a doctor about his back problem. 

Permission 

You can have a break now. 

You may leave if you wish. (formal) 

 


