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Past perfect continuous (I had been doing) and
past perfect (I had done)

Study these sentences with the past pertect continuous:

» They had been expecting the news far some time.

* She had heen wearing high-heelex] shoes, and her feet hurt.

» Mason was arrested, even though he hadn’t heen doing anything illegal.
Ve use the past perfect continuous when we talk abour a situadon or activity that happened over
a period up co a particular past time, ar until shortly before it,

Cumpare how the past perfect continuous and the past perfect are used:

(0 She had been suffering from flu when she j e She haci ;;ééiﬂéd~fr011) asthma when she

was incervicsved. | Was very young.
K Pd been finishing some work in the |e Prd finished all my work, so I had very lntlz
. garden and hadn’t scen Sue come home, todo.
-« Bill had been saving since Christmas to - = Bill had saved enough maney 1o buy the
buy a new hike. ! bike he wanted.

U \We use the past perfece continuous when we talk about the continity or duration of a situation
“or activity, and the past perfect to calk about the completion of a situation or activity or its effects.

Sometimes the difference between them is simply one of emphasis (see also Unit 8A):
* I'd been working hard, so [ felt thar [ deserved a holiday. (emphasises the activiey)
« I'd worked hard, and the report was now finished. {emphasiscs the resule)

If wee ralk about kow long something went on up to a particular past time, we prefer rhe past
perfect continuous. If we talk ahour how sany times something happened in a period up to a
particular past time, we use the past perfect :
* They had been travelling for about 36 hours. (rather thas They had travelled...)
» We had been looking at the painting fur about ten minutes before we realised wha the astist
was., (rather than We had looked...)
# I'd heard the symphony many times before, (nug I'd been hearing...)
» The teacher had let chem get away witch their bad behaviour ance too often, {not ...had been
letting them...)

However, some verbs that descnibe states {sec Unit 2A) are not often used with continuous tenses,
and we use che past perfect with these even when we are talking about how long somerhing went
o1 up (o a particular past time:
9 * Thad abways belicved thac it would be easy to get a jub. (ot I had always been believing.. 3
“  Wehad owned the car for 6 months before we discovered it was stolen. {nof We had been
owning...)

Compare the use of the past perfecr conrinuons and past continuous :
o When we met Simon and Pat, they had been fding. (= we met after they had finished)
» When we met Simon and Pat, they were riding. (= we met while they were riding)
» When I gat home, water had been leaking through the roof. {= it was no langer leaking
when I got there)
¢ When I got home, water was leaking through the roof. (= it was leaking when 1 got there)

Presiet pereel oxtinuews = Past perfect and past simple = 107000
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EXERCISES 10

Cumilite these sentences using one of the followsng, Use the past frerfect continunss. i You seill
¥ ' () ' - ) ) )
seeed 10 wse o nugative vert furme i SOINE Cases.! (A}

pay / bills  stav/friemds  smoke/qgar  UF Jrtosteal f car  artend / classes
cycle / quice fast

$he recumned ta the house where she 0ad; been staying with friends.

B s b i until she reached the hill.

By the srmell in the room andl his guilty expression | could tell that AleX e 3
The principal called Carmen intw his office because she .

I had to give Peter some money when I found nutchathe .

He tald the polive 1hat he e - He s83d he thaughe it belunged to his brother,

O e e —

Coonplete the seniences with appropriate verbs, using the same one Jor vach sengence in the pai.
Use the puast perfect comitpanss if it 15 passible; if sot, use the past perfect. (Bl

1 a Shetook a bottle from che bag she e all the way from home.
b Theavalanche o . them 500 metres down the mouncain but nw-one vas hurt.
N e for visas well befare our departure date, bue still hadn’c heard anyihing by
the dayv we were due 10 leave.
b Shic- ot nal far jobs, without success, since leaving universicy.
3 aivHe sannannc all the way from New Yark to see me.
b When the plane was diverted, it Iraom London to Frankfure,
4 gShierae il for the same company since she qualified.
b He _ilffuolls Anally ... his way up from the shop floor o a manzgement
position.

Lock again at the sentences wihere you hiave used the past pevfect continciss. 1is wiich is the past
perfect alsa possible? Also, stedy Unit @ and decide when you coxld use the past simple instead
af the past perfeci i these sentences.)

Chnnse the post perfect contimeous forss of the verk if appropriate. [ not, use the past perfect. {C)

1 Andrew died last week, He Irom cancer fur some time. {sutrer]
oo the view many times hefore, but it never failed to impress me. (see)

3 The opposing stdes in the €ar ... . since the president was overthrown. (fight]

7 S8 PR B Megan since we were ac school together. (know}

5 Fur years We e about buying new carpets, and last weckend we finally weent vut
and ordersd same. italk)

€ My car was once again in the garage lor repais. This was the third GmE it e L singe
got it, (break dosn)

7 BelOrc now We ... s on where ta go on holiday, (abarays agree]

Can you explain the difference between these pairs of sentences? (B & 1D

1 a When I last wene co Moscaw, they had
renavated St Basil’s Cathedral.

h When I last swent to Maoscow, they had
been renovacng St Kasil’s Cathedral.
Although she eried cu hide her face, 1
could see that Clara was crying.

b Alchaugh she eried to hide her face, I
can'd see that Clara had been crving.
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